Period 1
Objectives

1 To tell the students how to write a report about the meeting

2 To tell the students what they should do before publishing a newspaper

3 To tell the students how to give suggestions

Preparations

1 SB 8A, pages 2 to 4

2 Photocopiable page 1

Teaching procedure

Pre-reading preparation

1 Ask students to look at the title, the introduction and the picture on page 2, SB before they read the report. Ask them to try to say whether they agree or disagree with the statements. Ask the students to think about the following statements:

a) The report is probably about a school newspaper.

b) The students in the picture are having a meeting.

c) The students’ hands are up because they want to ask a question.

Make sure that all the students understand the main idea of the report.

2 Ask students to read the report with the questions in mind.

Ask students the following questions:

a) What did some Grade Eight students at Mayfield School want to do soon after the term started? (They wanted to publish a newspaper.)

b) Who took charge of the meeting? (Joyce.)

c) How many students attended the meeting? Who are they? (There are five. They are Lucy, Tony, Joyce, Jessica and Ben.)
d) What was the last question at the meeting? (What should the students call the newspaper?)

e) How soon will the students hold the next meeting? (They will have the next meeting in one week’s time.)

f) Will the students make a decision about the name of the newspaper at the next meeting? (Yes, they will.)

3
Ask students if they know of any other names 
commonly used for newspapers and list them on 
the board. Ask them to list some reasons why these 
names might have been chosen. Possible answers 
may include the following: 


Times—(New York/London) The paper gives the 
information about the times we live in.


Post—(Washington) Originally, post-coaches were 
the fastest form of transportation. The title tells us 
that the news is still hot.


Mirror—(UK) A mirror reflects the truth.


Observer—(UK) The paper observes events and 
comments on them.

4
Ask students to list the different items one can find 
in a newspaper ( e.g., headlines, letters, world 
news, local news, editorials, feasures, sports, 
advertisements, reviews, business information, TV 
schedules, weather forecast, horoscopes, comic 
strips, etc.)

While-reading procedure

1 Tell students that they are going to read a report about a meeting. Ask the students to skim it on page 2. Tell the students to think about one question: What should the students do before publishing a newspaper? 


(All possible answers should be accepted.)

2 Ask students to read the whole article carefully. Pay attention to the colored words in the passage and guess their meanings. Tell the students that they can read the words around each colored word to find out its meaning. It’s not necessary to use a dictionary at first.

3 Ask students to read the following words and phrases from the article and choose the best meaning from those listed below.

a) term
(A) one of the periods of time that a school, college, or university divides the year into
(B) a period of time that someone spends doing a particular job or in a particular place

b) publish
(A) make the information or an opinion known to the public by sending sheets
(B) prepare and print a magazine, book, etc

c) chief editor
(A) the senior writer and the decision-maker of a newspaper


(B) a person who takes charge of a meeting

d) suggested
(A) recommend something to someone


(B) put forward a plan or idea for someone to think about

e) experience
(A) something that you do or that happens to you, especially something important that affects you


(B) skill and knowledge gained from doing something

f) secretary
(A) the person who looks after a manager
(B) the person who looks after a committee’s paperwork and records

g) section
(A) an official document


(B) one of the parts into which it is divided or form which it is formed

h) list
(A) a set of things which all belong to a particular category


(B) to write or say something one after another

i) free
(A) someone who is not working at the moment
(B) something without paying for

j) pay


(A) give money to someone because you are buying something from his or her


(B) the money that you get from your employer as wages or salary

k) conclude


(A) finish, come to the end of


(B) say something true

l)
fan


(A) a kind of electrical equipment with blades that go around and around


(B) a person who likes something or someone very much and is interested in them

m)
library


(A) a place where things such as books, newspapers, videos, and music are kept for 
people to read, use 
or borrow


(B) a place where you can buy books, 
magazines, etc

n)
daily


(A) every week

(B) every day

4 Check the answers orally.

a A  b B  c A  d B  e B  f B  g B  h A  i B  j A  k A  l B  m A  n B

Read the above words and expressions aloud.

5 Ask students to read the passage for the second time. Then ask them to complete Exercise A3 and A4 on page 3. Then check the answers orally.

6 Check the answers of Exercise A3 orally.

a Ben  b Joyce  c Lucy, Tony and Jessica  d Students readers  e The school newspaper

7 Check the answers of Exercise A4 orally.

1 experience  2  Yes. elected   3  take notes   4  different sections   5  No. They all had their own ideas.   6  think about it a bit

8 Play the recording. Students listen and repeat.

9 Ask students to finish Exercise B1 and check the answers: 


1 d  2 b  3 c  4 a

10 Ask students to read the dialogue on page 4 and finish the exercise below.

1 important  2 every week  3 Get to 
Know Your School  4 fun  5 get  6 
school life

Post-reading activities

1 Invite some more able students to tell about what they should do before publishing a newspaper according to what they have learnt in the article.

2 *If time permitted, ask the students to tell the names of different newspapers, which sections of each newspaper they are interested in and give the reasons.

Consolidation

1 Copy the new words.
2 Ask students to read the report again.
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1
Find out the words according to the following sentences.

a) Peter is very efficient at taking and keeping notes. (secretary)

b) Right, I’m going to buy that shirt. (decision)

c) I think it’s time to stop this meeting now. (conclude)

d) Let’s go to the beach. (suggestion)

e) I’ve been working as a doctor for ten years. (experience)

f) Let’s ask the boss if we can include this article in today’s newspaper. (chief editor)

g) This is a difficult question. Let’s think about it very carefully. (consider)

h) They will bring out a new book next week. (publish)

2
Choose the best meaning from those listed below.

a) 
term

(A) one of the periods of time that a school, college, or university divides the year into

(B) a period of time that someone spends doing a particular job or in a particular place

b) publish
(A) make the information or an opinion known to the public by sending sheets
(B) prepare and print a magazine, book, etc

c) chief editor
(A) the senior writer and the decision-maker of a newspaper


(B) a person who takes charge of a meeting

d) suggested
(A) recommend something to someone   (B) put forward a plan or idea for someone to think about

e) experience
(A) something that you do or that happens to you, especially something important that affects you


(B) skill and knowledge gained from doing something

f) secretary
(A) the person who looks after a manager
(B) the person who looks after a committee’s paperwork and records

g) section
(A) an official document

(B) one of the parts into which it is divided or form which it is formed

h) list
(A) a set of things which all belong to a particular category


(B) to write or say something one after another

i) free
(A) someone who is not working at the moment

(B) something without paying for

j) pay


(A) give money to someone because you are buying something from his or her


(B) the money that you get from your employer as wages or salary

k) conclude


(A) finish, come to the end of




(B) say something true

l)
fan


(A) a kind of electrical equipment with blades that go around and around


(B) a person who likes something or someone very much and is interested in them

m)
library


(A) a place where things such as books, newspapers, videos, and music are kept for people to read, use or borrow


(B) a place where you can buy books, magazines, etc

n)
daily


(A) every week

(B) every day

3 Match different sections of a newspaper with the content of each section.

① Local news
  ② World news  ③ The Letters page  ④ The People section  ⑤ The sports pages

	a) are traditionally at the back of the newspaper and contain both scores and stories about games or athletes

b) contains the editorial and letters to the editor

c) gives the latest news and gossip about famous people

d) concerns events in the city where the paper is published

e) usually follows local news


Keys: ① d  ② e  ③ b  ④ c  ⑤ a

4 Answer the following questions about the article. (additional exercise)

a) What did the students decide to do first at the meeting?
(They decided to elect the chief editor first at the meeting.)

b) Why did the students elect Joyce the chief editor?
(Because she had experience.)

c) Who was elected the secretary?
(Ben.)

d) Who will be responsible for different sections of the paper?
(Lucy, Tony and Jessica.)

e) Did the students make a decision about the name of the paper at the meeting?
(No, they didn’t.)

f) How soon will the students have the next meeting?
(They will have the next meeting in one week’s time.)

g) Why didn’t the students give the name to the paper?
(Because they all had different ideas and wanted to think about it a bit longer.)

h) Is it important to know the readers’ opinion?
(Yes, it is.)

i) What does Liu Mei enjoy most in the newspaper?
(She likes the “Get to Know Your School” section very much.)

j) What does Liu Mei think of the games in the newspaper?
(They are fun.)

k) Where does Liu Mei usually get a copy of the newspaper?
(She usually gets it for free from outside the library, but sometimes she borrows one from a friend.)

