A Trip to Germany
初一（7）班严巧临
(1) From Guangzhou to Shanghai
Summer holiday finally began. After finishing the extra lessons, I started to prepare for my journey to Germany.
I have learned German for a year and now I can speak a little German. At the end of the last term, there was a competition. I did best in the competition so I won the scholarship and got a chance to study in Sonnenberg Summer Camp, Germany for 21 days.

I was really excited before the trip, my parents helped me, and so we finished preparing very fast.

Days passed quickly. Finally, August 3rd came. My father went with me to the airport and saw me off. I met the other 3 students from Guangzhou and said goodbye to dad.

We first travelled from Guangzhou to Shanghai by ourselves. Time passed really fast. We laughed and played. Soon, we arrived in Shanghai at 11:20 am.

I had an aunt who lived in Shanghai. She brought us to our hotel, then, she took us in her car and showed us around Shanghai city.

Shanghai is very, very big! The things in the shops were very expensive; we couldn’t believe our eyes when we saw the prices!
We went to the Bund and we saw many tall buildings there, including the Oriental Tower. The small trip was wonderful! We arrived at the hotel at 9:00 in the evening. Then we went to meet the leading teacher Ema and the other 7 students from China.

There were 11 students in total, 4 from Guangzhou, 3 from Shanghai, 2 from Wuhan and 2 from Wuxi city. Ema told us something important for the trip, and then we went to bed.

The first day was a bit tiring. But everything was wonderful!

(2)From Shanghai to Germany
I got up quite early in the morning. So I prepared for the coming examination in Germany.
We gathered at 7:30 and left the hotel, arrived at the airport at 9:00 am.


The teacher helped us a lot and soon we were in the plane. We were going to fly 11 hours and we would reach Frankfurt, Germany after the flight.

On the airplane, I slept a while and saw some films during the flight to kill the time, so time passed quickly. When I woke up, we were in Frankfurt!


Everyone was excited, so did I. I looked around curiously and excitedly. I was really in Germany, a country in my dream for a long time!


Since it was 6:00 pm, we were quite hungry, so I ate a sausage and some bread. It was quite tasty except the sauce was a bit spicy.


Then we hurried to another terminal and got on another airplane of Lufthansa.


After a two-hour flight, we arrived in Hannover. We met the teachers from Goethe-Institute there and they brought us in a bus. The bus drove for 3 hours, finally we got to the destination—Sonnenberg! 

It was rather cold in the evening, but I didn’t care. After filling in some forms, the teacher showed me to my dormitory. There were three beds in one room. One of my roommates was from Lebanon. She was very pretty and she could speak good English. She was a bit younger than I, and she was very friendly. I finished tidying my things and took a bath quickly. Then I looked at my watch, it was 3:47 am! So I lied down in bed and fell asleep as fast as I could!

(3) First day in the Summer Camp, to pass an exam
Today is the first day of my stay in Sonnenberg, so I got up quite early. I looked at my watch—6：05, then I looked out of the window——the sky was already blue, the sun has come out!


My heart began to beat faster and I got dressed quickly.


I began to prepare for the coming examination, but I couldn’t study. So I stopped to do my homework. It was a good way to fill in the time. Soon it was 8:00. I went out of my room and went to the canteen.


Breakfast was very, very good! There ware lots of things to eat and drink: all sorts of cheese, butter, many kinds of bread and fruit, jam, coco milk, juice…… I couldn’t even count them.


We had a nice dinner, then, everyone went to the check-in-room and waited for the teachers.


Then, the teachers led us to the classroom and we began to do a test. There were many difficult words on the paper; I didn’t understand the passage quite well. The exam was very fast, we were sent to a ground in front of House A. There was a game there. I couldn’t find my Chinese friends, so I joined another group. The other two girls were from Czech and both of them were very tall. They were friendly and could speak good German. We talked with each other in German and soon we became good friends.

We found the answers of the question quickly and I sent the paper to the teacher. We were fifth group and we were quite happy. I was quite proud of myself although I couldn’t help much in the games.


Then we went to have lunch in the canteen. There were many kinds of food as well.


Surprisingly, I saw rice! I took a plate of rice and some chicken, and then I took some dessert.


Lunch was wonderful! We ate a lot and talked a lot.


There would be an oral test in the afternoon, so we went back to prepare for it.


I wrote a script and began to recite it.


My roommate who came from White Russia asked all her friends to come to our room and they were also busy preparing for the exam.

Katjac, my roommate was reciting her self-introduction. I listened to her carefully and I was amazed by her wonderful speaking! (Later this was proved that she was elected as a member of the advanced class).


Time passed quickly and soon it was my turn. I went into the room calmly.


There were two judges. One’s a man and one’s a lady. The man asked me questions and I answered him. I couldn’t understand him at first, so he spoke much more slowly. Five minutes later, the examination was over. Although I didn’t understand every question, I thought I had done a good job anyway.

（4）First class in Sonnenberg
A new day has come!

“Today we will have classes! I will know how well I did yesterday!” I said to myself when I got into the check-in room. 

Many students sat on the floor and looked forward to knowing which class they would study in.

My teacher was Christina. She was a tall woman with brown hair. She wore glasses. She was young and beautiful!


Our class is ‘Karotte’, it means ‘carrot’. It was quite a good class. There were 16 students in this class and 4 of them were from China.


We didn’t study during the first class. We played a lot of games and got to know each other. It was great!


One and a half hours has passed. The first class was over. We ran out of the classroom and met our Chinese friends.


Everyone was excited and happy. We were all satisfied with the classroom, the teachers, and the classmates. We talked a lot and soon it was 11:00. We hurried to the class room because the next class was about to begin.

The teachers talked with us and let us play some more games. Then we began to work in pairs. My partner was a pretty girl from Brazil. Her name is Kamilla.


We asked each other questions in German and filled in the forms. It was not allowed to speak English in class, so we could only speak German. It was horrible at first because I couldn’t understand the teacher. But things went smoothly and now I was getting used to it.

Classes ended at 12:30 and we hurried to the canteen. “There will be activities this afternoon! Swimming and wandering, which one would you like?”  The teacher asked. I want to swim, but I was afraid that I might catch cold, so I chose wandering in the woods.

We packed something up and then we went wandering in the forest.

We walked a lot and arrived at a playground to have a rest.

I played ‘Frissbee’ with the students from the other countries. It was great. The weather was warm and the air was rather fresh.
I really enjoy myself.

We were tired when we got back. Most of my friends went swimming. When my roommate heard that I didn’t go swimming, she said what a pity! The water in the swimming pool was warm and there were five pools. You must go swimming next time, she suggested. I regretted no going swimming, and I decided to go swimming next week.

 There was a game for making friends in the evening. We took part in it and make some friends. Today was great!

(5) Happy Birthday
Today is the 7th day of August and is my birthday. I was quite happy.
But no one said ‘happy birthday’ to me the whole morning, so I was a little bit sad.

But something happened at lunch time. The teacher called my name and sent me a birthday cake. I was so surprised!

Everyone said “Alles gut zum gesburstag” to me and I felt rather happy.

When I got to my room, my White Russia roommate was talking with her friends by the table. She smile at me and said ‘happy birthday to you’. Then, she and her friends sang a birthday song for me, I was very, very happy! Every one is friendly here. I like them all.
