TOPIC READING
The London 2012 mascots
Hello, we’re the official London 2012 mascots: Wenlock and Mandeville. We were created from the last two drops of steel left over from the construction of the London 2012 Olympic Stadium. If you want to know more about us, listen to our self- introductions!


I’m Wenlock, the official mascot for the London 2012 Olympic Games!


My name is inspired (启示) by the Shropshire village of Much Wenock. In the 19th century, Baron Pierre de Coubertin was invited there to watch the “Much Wenlock Games”, which were inspired by the Olympic Games of ancient Greece. After that, he founded the modern Olympic movement.


The light on my head is inspired by the lights on London’s black taxis. The shape of the front of my head is based on the shape of the Olympic Stadium roof. My eye is a camera lens (摄像机镜头), capturing (拍摄) everything I see as I go.


The three points on my head represent the places where successful athletes stand to receive their medals. I can’t wait to meet some of Britain’s London 2012 hopefuls.


Hi, I’m Mandeville, the official mascot for the London 2012 Paralympics Games (残奥会)!


My name is inspired by Stoke Mandeville in Buckinghamshire, the birthplace of the Paralympic Games. In the 1940s, Dr. Ludwig Guttmann came to Stoke Mandeville Hospital to help former soldiers suffering from spinal cord (脊髓) injuries. Looking for ways to inspire those in his care, he encouraged them to take up sport, leading to the formation of the Stoke Mandeville Games, widely recognized as a forerunner (先驱) of the modern Paralympic movement. 


My eye is also a camera lens. On my head are three prongs (尖齿) — they represent the three parts of the Paralympic emblem (会徽). I’m trying to do my best — the timer on my wrist helps me know what is happening, as well as making sure I’m focused (聚焦) on London 2012. 


I love the light on my head — it helps me see where I’m going.

After reading this text, what can you learn about these two mascots?
