           What does love mean? ---Camille(茶花女)
‘Camille’, written by the famous French writer, Alexander Dumasfils, is a novel which describes love and life of prostitutes, but it is not pornographic materials, however, it was forbidden in China for about 30 years. Many people in the past knew about this book but they got no chance to read it. Now it is seen in China and we can read it. Camille was published in Paris in 1848, and its play and opera were put on in public in 1852 and 1853. It was translated into Chinese in the 1890s. We can see everything about Camille all over the world.
I was deeply moved by the main character Marguerite Gautier. “Camille” or “The Lady of the Camellias” , the young courtesan, in Paris in the mid 1800's, and how she fell in love with a young man, Armand Duval, and then tried to escape from her questionable past. Before reading the novel, I thought it was Armand’s father who stopped Camille’s love, after reading through the whole book, I found what really disappointed Camille was Armand himself, and his vain glory and suspicions for poor Camille. So unfortunately, Camille’s past life came back to haunt her and she ended up returning to that life and dies painfully and alone, but with the knowledge that she was a noble woman at heart
　Armand, 24 years old, finishing his university in Paris and passing the test to be a lawyer, he didn’t find a job but put his certificate away and made himself lie around in Paris. With the wealth inherited from his family, he rented a house in Paris, hired a maid, and got a cute and sexy lover at home, coming in and from brothels, looking for lovers and making fun with his friends. Then he met Camille, fell in love with her and dated her. A man attracted a woman either with money or with passion. About two years later, he made Camille her lover and believe that he was truly in love with her. Camille always felt used, abused and unloved, until the gentle Armand Duval came into her life and showed her that he loved her as a person and not for what she could do for him. It must have taken great courage for Marguerite to leave the life she had lived for so long, knowing all along that it was probably too good to be true and would not last indefinitely. And it also showed that Marguerite really loved Armand Duval for she could even change herself for him. Anyway, it’s hard for Armand to believe in Camille’s true love, who was still a prostitute in his mind, so he was full of suspicion. What he wanted was not true love from Camille but vain glory from Camille as a popular and attractive prostitute.

  People often become reasonable and noble with true love. However, Armand got lost in his world. He went gambling besides lying around in the brothels, never thinking about life and future with Camille. Compared with Armand, Camille became graceful and strong, making up his mind to give up her past life, and living a normal life with Armand. It was a pity that Armand didn’t have the same idea as Camille. Therefore, happiness didn’t last for long. When M. Duval, Armand's father, came to her, pleading for her to leave Armand to save both Armand's reputation and that of his younger innocent sister, Marguerite saw a way to become pure of heart, if not in body. She felt that it was her duty, because she loved Armand so much, to do this even though it meant giving up her own happiness and hurting Armand temporarily. She reluctantly returned to her former life, knowing that some day Armand would forgive her. Sadly, she died in debt and basically alone, except for her one female friend, Julie Duprat, who helped her during her illness. She had her journal sent to Armand after her death, explaining why she had made the choices she had. 
　　Certainly I thought Armand had his love for Camille. Maybe he had some problems with his way of loving. And he didn’t have a right understanding for what love was on earth. That was why he felt regretted and sad after he realized Camille’s true love for him in the end. That led to the long-lasting and moving novel.  I think Dumas's last few lines about Marguerite being the exception, not the rule were quite true, and I also agreed with his view that while her lifestyle could not be condoned, we as a society assume that all of these type of women are cold and heartless, while this may not always be the case. A person can make the wrong choices in life when they are young, and try to redeem themselves, but sometimes past situations prevent them from changing their lives, even though they desperately wish to do so. This applies to both men and women in many different types of circumstances: involvement in crime; drug or alcohol abuse; gambling; prostitution; financial problems; poor marriage choices; etc. And this is the fact, which exists in the whole society.

Camille was just like the camellia, she could never escape from the destiny of withering. But it wasn’t her fault; it was because of the evil of Capitalism and the hideousness of that society. “Women are like the flowers”. However, even the God envies their beauty. It seems that beautiful women always have tragic endings. Where have those beautiful flowers gone? Where have they gone?
I think men and women can trust each other more and suspect less, especially when there is trouble with their own relationship, the love tragedy in the world may have different ending. 
　　　　

　
