Jane Eyre — A Beautiful Soul
Jane Eyre, written by Charlotte Bronte (1816～1855), is my favorite English literature novel, and the hostess in the novel, Jane, is one of my favorite female characters among different novels. She is a young orphan being raised by Mrs. Reed, Jane’s cruel, wealthy aunt. A servant named Bessie provides Jane with some of the few kindnesses she receives, taking care of her, telling her stories and singing songs to her. One day Jane was thrown into the red-room in which her uncle died as punishment. While locked in, Jane believes she has seen her uncle’s ghost, waking up to find herself in the care of Bessie. Bessie suggested her aunt to send her to school.The school’s headmaster is Mr. Brocklehurst, a cruel and selfish man. He preaches a doctrine of poverty and privation to his students while using the school’s funds to provide a wealthy and opulent lifestyle for his own family. Jane makes friends with a a young girl named Helen Burns, whose strong attitude toward the school’s miseries is helpful to Jane. A massive typhus epidemic sweeps Lowood, and Helen dies of consumption. The epidemic also results in the departure of Mr. Brocklehurst. A group of gentlemen takes place of Mr. Brocklehurst. Jane stays at Lowood for eight more years, six as a student and two as a teacher. After that, she accepts a governess position at a manor called Thornfield, where she teaches a lively French girl named Adèle. Jane’s employer at Thornfield is a dark, impassioned man named Rochester, with whom Jane finds herself falling secretly in love.
《简爱》主人公简爱有着一颗高尚的心灵，她那顽强的精神打动人心。简爱自幼父母双亡，寄人篱下，饱受欺凌。后来，她进了孤儿院，没有朋友，院长也很残忍，她让简爱擦桌子，拖地，稍微有不对，她就会打简爱，简爱受尽磨难。就这样，简爱在孤独中长大。她贫穷，矮小，貌不惊人，但凭着一颗坚强高尚的心灵，自尊自立，当上了一名家庭教师。这个家的主人脾气很温和，对简爱很好，很快他们相爱。
Jane is poor but aspiring, small in body but huge in soul, obscure but self-respecting.  After finishing reading the novel, Jane Eyre, a marvelous figure, has left us so much to recall and to think: We remember her kindness, we remember her pursuit of justice. We remember her self-respect, We also remember her striving for life, her toughness and her confidence… When we think of this girl, what she gave us was not a pretty face but a huge charm of her personality. She is ordinary in appearance, which never makes others admire her, even her own aunt felt sick of it. And some others even look down on her. But as the little governess has said: ‘Do you think, because I am poor, plain, and little, I am soulless and heartless? You think wrong!’ This is typically Jane’s mind. God hadn’t given her beauty and wealth, but instead, God gave her a kind mind and a thinking brain. Her idea of equality and self-respect is always in my mind and I can feel the strong power inside her body while reading the novel. In my opinion, though a person’s beauty on the face can attract others for the first sight, if his or her mind isn’t the same beautiful as the appearance, how long can the attraction last for? 
For a long time, only a person’s true virtue, a noble soul, a beautiful heart can be an everlasting beauty, just as Kahill Gibran has said, that ‘Beauty is a heart enflamed and a soul enchanted’. 
然而就在他们真心相爱时，简爱发现了主人家还有妻子。简爱伤心地离开了。后来男主人因为发疯的妻子防火烧了庄园，女主人在火灾中身亡，男主人也因此失明。就在男主人绝望孤独的时候，简爱又回到他身边，经过种种磨难，他们终于获得了最真诚最珍贵的爱情。简爱从一个小女孩到亭亭玉立的大姑娘，始终唯一不变的就是她的善良，坚强和自信。
At the end of the story, Rochester saved the servants from the big fire but lost his eyesight and one of his hands. Jane travels on to Rochester’s new residence, Ferndean, where he lives with two servants named John and Mary. At Ferndean, Rochester and Jane rebuild their relationship and soon marry. Her story makes us thinking about life and we learn much from her experience, at least, that is a fresh new recognition of the real beauty.
生活中，像简爱一样的人很多，他们经历苦难，以善良的新赢得别人的信任，从而也获得幸福。生活需要付出，需要真诚。简爱成功演绎了一个灰姑娘不放弃自己，为自己的人生而奋斗的经历。我们都应该向她学习，无论何时何地做自己，坚持自己，不放弃自己。当今社会，人们都疯狂为了金钱和地位而淹没爱情。在穷与富之间选择富。简爱所展现给我们的是一种返朴归真，是一种追求全心付出的爱情，还有作为一个人应有的尊严。它犹如一杯净水，净化每一个人的心灵。
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