
What is literary analysis paper?

• A literary analysis paper is a type of essay that 
is meant to provide argumentative analysis of 
a specific literary work. When you are 
assigned this essay type, you are expected to 
critically examine an article, book, play or 
novel in terms of interaction between 
characters, writing style and tone, literary 
devices, etc. depending on the essay 
prompt and more detailed instructions.



Common literary analysis essay prompts

• genre of the assigned literary work (or type);

• character analysis;

• detailed and comprehensive analysis of the 
plot and the main aspects/ ideas;

• investigation of the central theme;

• appeal to literary devices in the analyzed work 
(if any).



The writing process of literary analysis 

• Concentrate on the topic. 切题

• Gather supporting evidence. 小说文本作为支
撑材料

• Devise an outline. 写作大纲

• Formulate your thesis statement. 论点

• Switch over to the very writing and revision 
process afterwords. 开始写作



Basic Structure of literary analysis 
paper

1. Introduction 
Background info (if necessary)
Argument/Claim

2. Analysis
subpoints+supporting evidences (specific textual details) 

3. Conclusion
Reemphasis of your argument: extension of your position
(Avoid repeating your argument word for word)












