Unit 11 The Sounds of the World

Lesson Plan Interpretation
Hello, everyone. It’s an honor for me to stand here and interpret my lesson. The lesson plan I am going to talk about is from Unit 11 The Sounds of the World. I’ll explain it from the following 6 aspects: the theoretical basis, analysis of the teaching material, teaching and learning methods, teaching procedures, blackboard design and teaching reflection.
I. The theoretical basis
First, I’d like to present my theoretical basis--schema theory and top-down model (Goodman, 1971). According to schema theory, reading comprehension is an interactive process between the reader’s background knowledge and the text (Carrel and Eisterhold, 1983), or between the new information and the old knowledge store (Anderson and Pearson, 1984). So in order to improve the students’ reading speed and reading comprehension, language teachers should try to activate the Ss’ old knowledge store and add more relevant background knowledge before they get the students to read. According to the top-down model, general idea of the text will be got first, and then the details.

II. Analysis of the teaching material
My understanding of the teaching material includes 4 parts: the status and the function, teaching objectives, teaching important and difficult points. 

1. The status and the function: 

The sounds of the world is an expository essay about worldwide music. The structure of the passage is very clear. Paragraph one introduces a wide variety of music in general; it deals with Blues, Hip-hop, rap and Latin music separately from paragraph two to four; the last paragraph summarizes the theme: music is a universal language and also asks us to open our ears to the sounds of the world: to discover more music, to create more music, to appreciate more music.
As for the Ss, they are very interested in the topic---music; besides, they all know quite a lot about it, however, they are still not so clear about some details, such as their origins, histories and differences between them. 
2. Teaching objectives

Based on the above analysis, I establish the following objectives:

a) Knowledge objectives
Master the origins, histories and characteristics of Blues, Jazz, Rock-n-roll,

Hip-hop, rap and Latin music
Appreciate the theme: music is a universal language.

b) Ability objectives
Teach Ss. how to skim and scan
Exercise Ss.’ ability of summarizing the passage
Try to initiate Ss’ potential of individual and creative thinking
c) Moral objectives

Learn and value teamwork

Develop their competitive spirits


3. Teaching key points

How to improve Ss’ reading skills, such as skimming, scanning and summarizing
How to develop Ss’ ability to appreciate music

4. Teaching difficult points

The history and development of Blues 

Differences between rap and hip-hop
III. Teaching and learning methods

1、Multimedia presentation
2、Group competition

3、Music Show program
The best teaching effects come from the combination of audio and visual aids. Traditional teaching methods are so single that they can not arouse Ss’ interest in music. Let alone solve the difficult points. Compared with them, the multimedia could solve this. Considering this, I design the whole lesson into a Music Show program, whose content is the teaching material and some basic knowledge about music. Ss are supposed to be divided into four groups before the class. Group members work together and compete with other groups. To be the champion, they will go through the following rounds: Quick Show, Text Comprehension and Music Bar. 
Besides, in order to make Ss. better grasp the characteristics of different kinds of music, I specially built a website.

IV. Teaching procedures

Now comes the most important part, the teaching procedures. There are 6 steps.
Step one: Lead in and pre-reading

Well, to begin with, I’d like to elicit the topic---music by asking Ss. “what things do we need to survive in the world?” Their answers would be water, air, love,……. When they mention music, I will ask them two Qs: 
No.1: What is music?

No.2: Can you think of any kind of music?
The first question is a little difficult for them. There are no set answers. They could say anything as long as it makes sense. At the end of the lesson, I will ask them to reconsider the question. As for the second one, they will offer correct names. Then I will ask them to listen to the reading passage and write down any kind of music mentioned in the passage. This is much easier. After that, Ss. are required to skim the passage again and underline the topic sentences of each paragraph to get prepared for the following group competition. The competition will begin in 4 minutes.
Step two: skimming: Round One: Quick Show 
Well, after they finish reading, the Music Show Program begins. To begin with, I’d like to explain the rules. There are 4 groups which have already been divided before class. Each team has a preliminary score: 100 points. During the following 3 rounds, they choose questions, present their answers and score. But if their answer is wrong, I will take out the equal points. To be the champion, they will go through the following rounds: Quick Show, Text Comprehension and Music Bar. In this round, I prepared six True or False Qs to help Ss. understand some details about music. 
For example: PPT
Ss. are very active and their morale is totally lit up.

Step three: scanning: Round Two: Text Comprehension 
OK, then comes Text Comprehension. In this round, there are 10 Qs about our text understanding. And different questions have different scores, ranging from 500 points to 800 points, which indicates their importance and difficulty. For example, PPT. Each team should choose one question to answer. And they have one chance to correct their answer if other members have different opinions. Generally speaking, Ss. prefer the Q with the high marks. This arouses their interest and enthusiasm. 
Step four: Round Three Music Bar 

After the first two rounds of competition, Ss. have a better understanding of the whole text as well as the history and development of each musical style. They read about the differences and characteristics of some kinds of music from the textbooks, but still can not distinguish them with their ears. So in order to help them better grasp the features of each kind of music, I lead them to Music Bar. This is the most interesting and important part of the whole lesson. Music Bar consists of two parts. First of all, I will ask Ss. to listen to four similar but different kinds of music and elicit them to tell what kind of music it is and also its characteristics as well as some famous singers or bands. Ss. are likely to get confused by rap and hip-hop or blues. To deal with it, I will play several songs for them to appreciate. Ss. could get it in the process of enjoying them and better understand the differences between them. In the second part, I will play two songs:“My Heart Will Go on”and“The Cup of Life”. Ss. are supposed to close their eyes, clear their mind and appreciate them. After enjoying them, I will ask Ss. what they have seen or how they felt. This could help understand music is a universal language. Besides music, what else could be called universal language? This is another question for them to consider.  

I will mark their performances and decide on the winner.

Step five: Enjoy the MTV “We are the world” 

We don’t know Latin, or Spanish, but we do know music. We feel the singers’ feelings. There is a world of music out there, outside the world we can see and hear now. There is also a world of music inside here, inside our heart and soul. Music can not only serve to entertain and relax, but also express people’s emotions and ideas. In one word, Music is a universal language. No matter who you are, no matter where you come from, no matter what you do, as long as you love music, we are the one, we are the world. 


By now, Ss. have a new understanding of the question “what is music”, when shown the words above, they feel music is a universal language.
Enjoy the MTV “We are the world” (Ask Ss. to sing along if they can.)

Step six: Homework:

Go to the website I built to learn more about music and finish the related exercises. (Ss. may choose different questions according to their own understanding of the text.)

V. Blackboard design

Group A: 100 + 100 + 500 + 800 + 300
Group B: 100 + 100 + 800 + 500 + 400
Group C: 100 + 100 + 800 + 500 + 500
Group D: 100 + 100 + 800 + 800 + 500       Winner!
VI. Teaching reflection

With the aid of multimedia, the teaching objectives are fully fulfilled. Meanwhile the Ss. are very active in the whole process. They are excited about competition and learn the importance of teamwork. Besides, they grasp the differences and characteristics of each kind of music. More importantly, they deeply feel that music is a universal language.
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