 Unit 1 Festivals around the world
Ｉ． 单元教学目标
	技能目标Goals

▲ Talk about festivals and celebrations

▲ Talk about the ways to express request and thanks

▲ Learn to use Modal verbs

▲ Write a similar story with a different ending


II． 目标语言
	功


能


句


式
	Talk about festivals:

*Festivals are meant to celebrate important events.

*What’s your favorite holiday of the year?

*What festivals or celebrations do you enjoy in your city or town?

*Do you like spending festivals with your family or with your friends?

*What part of a festival do you like best——the music, the things to see, the visit or the food?

*Festivals and celebrations of all kinds are held everywhere.

*They lit fires and made music because they thought these festivals would bring a year of plenty.

*Some festivals are held to honor the dead or satisfy and please the ancestors.

*Festivals can be held as an honor to famous people or the gods.

*The most energetic and important festivals are the ones that look forward to the end of winter and to the coming of spring.

*Festivals let us enjoy life, be proud of our customs and forget our daily life for a little while.

Request:

Could/Would you please...?  

Could I have ...?  

Could we look at...?

I look forward to .... 

  

May I see...?    

Thanks

It’s very kind of you ... 

Thank you very much/Thanks a lot.

I’d love to.                
  

It was a pleasure...

Don’t mention it.           
  

You are most welcome.

	词
汇
	1. 四会词汇
Beauty harvest celebration starve origin religious ancestor Mexico feast bone belief trick poet arrival gain independence gather agriculture award rooster admire energetic Easter clothing Christian custom worldwide fool permission parking apologize drown sadness obvious wipe weep remind forgive
2. 认读词汇
Obon, incense, skull, Halloween, carnival, lunar, parade, Jesus, Trinidad, Valentine, weave, herd, the Milky Way, magpie

3. 固定词组
take place, in memory of, dress up, play a trick, look forward to, day and night, as though, have fun with, turn up, keep one’s word, hold one’s breath, set off , remind…of
4. 重点词汇
starve, satisfy, lead, gather, admire, apologize, drown, wipe, weep, forgive

	语
法
	Modal verbs: may/ might, can/ could, will/ would, shall/should, must/ can 

▲ They lit fires and made music because they thought these festivals would bring a year of plenty. P1

▲ Some festivals are held to honor the dead, or satisfy and please the ancestors, who could return either to help or to do harm.  P2

▲ Festivals can be held as an honor to famous people or the gods.


III. 教材分析与教材重组

1. 教材分析

本单元以节日为话题，介绍古今中外节日的种类、由来、意义以及人们的活动和习俗，旨在通过本单元的学习使学生不但了解我国的节日，而且对外国的节日也有所了解，进而拓展社会文化背景、增加跨国文化知识；使学生复习和巩固运用请求和感谢的表达法，掌握情态动词的用法；并尝试根据阅读的文章写一个不同的结局，能表达自己的观点和想法。

1.1  Warming Up 旨在通过表格引导学生讨论并列举出五个我国节日的日期、庆祝内容和民俗。可以刚刚过去的春节为话题导入对节日的讨论；使他们由自己的经历谈起，扩展到别的节日以及外国的重要节日，激发学生的兴趣，激活他们关于节日的背景知识，为本单元的学习做准备。

1.2  Pre-reading是Reading 的热身活动。主要通过两个问题引导学生思考并讨论自己最喜欢的节日及欢度方式，进而了解学生对节日的认识，以便为阅读作好铺垫。

1.3  Reading 的五篇小短文分别介绍古代节日、亡灵节、纪念名人的节日、丰收节、春天的节日等，使学生了解各种节日的由来及其存在的意义。此部分载有Festivals的重要信息，还呈现了大量的词汇和主要的语法---情态动词的用法。处理时应作为重点、整体处理，通过上下文来教词汇、语法，并引导学生分析长句、难句和复杂句。

1.4  Comprehending是考察对阅读内容的进一步理解。

练习一：六个问题让学生对文章内容有浅层理解并考察课文细节，但又不能仅仅拘泥于课文，要引导学生理解课文内容的基础上联系现实生活。

练习二：要求学生讨论哪些节日是最重要的，哪些是最有趣的，以表格的形式检查学生对所读节日的理解，并训练他们举一反三的归纳和推理能力。

练习三：要求学生找出各种节日共有的三件事，然后讨论为什么这些事对各地的人们都很重要。这就要求学生不仅要温习文章内容而且要结合实际，阐述自己的想法，挖掘学生的思维能力和语言表达能力。

1.5  Learning about Language 分词汇和语法两部分。其中Discovering useful words and expressions是本单元单词的英文释义练习和用文章中的词汇的适当形式填空；Discovering useful structures 是以文章内容为载体在语境中练习语法，掌握情态动词。由此可以看出本教材已明显地由结构为特征的传统语法训练转变到以交际功能为特征的功能语法训练，充分体现了新教材话题、功能、结构相结合的特点。

1.6  Using Language 是英语听说读写的全面运用的练习。               


1.6 ①  Listening 是课文的延伸，通过听几位学生参加Trinidad Carnival 节日游行的两段对话，使学生体会参加节日游行的真实情景，既训练听力一通过问题训练了他们的分析能力。

1.6 ②  Speaking 分为两部分。第一部分通过电话突出交际用语功能的训练；第一部分让学生编对话，可以按自己的想象、经历为内容，训练思维和表达能力。

1.6 ③  Reading 是发生在情人节的一个令人伤心的爱情故事，其中又插入了一个“七巧节”的故事。阅读后的讨论不仅帮助学生理解文章主旨大意，更重要的是让学生学会寻求解决问题的方法。

1.6 ④ Writing 的任务是写一个与文章结尾不同的结局。旨在让学生通过思考写出自己的想法，尝试自己解决问题。

总之，通过本单元的系统学习，让学生了解世界各国的节日及民俗，学习有关节日的词汇，并能够丰富语言知识，提升用英语表达观点的能力。

2. 教材重组

2.1 口语  从话题内容和功能上分析Warming Up 与Workbook中的Listening和Talking相一致，旨在启发学生讨论、思考并引出本单元关于节日的话题，可以整和成一节任务型“口语课”。

2.2精读 可将Pre-reading、Reading、Comprehending三个活动整和成一节“阅读课”。

2.3语言学习 将Learning about Language与Workbook中的Using words && expressions Using structures结合在一起，上一节“语言学习课”。

2.4听力 可将Using language中的 Listening与Workbook中 Listening和Listening task放在同一节课中处理，上一堂 "听力课"。（Using language中的 Speaking可视听力时间而定，可课上处理亦可留做课下作业下堂课提问。）

2.5. 泛读 可将Using Language中的Reading &&Writing和Workbook中的Reading Task上成一节 "泛读课"。
2.6 复习、写作 可将Workbook中的Speaking Task 和Writing Task 上成一节复习写作课。（Workbook中的Project && checking yourself, 可视学生水平安排在本堂课或留做作业。）

3. 课型设计与课时分配 (经分析教材, 本单元可以用六课时教完。)


1st  period 
Speaking 


2nd period  Reading


3rd period 
Learning about Language 


4th period  
Listening 


5th period  
Extensive Reading


6th period  
Writing && Consolidation

IV. 分课时教案
The First Period Speaking

Teaching goals 教学目标
1. Target language 目标语言
a. 重点词汇和短语
take place, lunar, festivals, Army Day, Christmas, dress up

b. 交际用语
Express one’s opinion:

In my opinion, ... 

I believe ...

I think that ...

Expressions used in the shops:

Would you like...?       
Could I have...?

Might I offer help...?     
May I see...?

You should try...?        
Could we look at...?

Can you suggest...?       
We might take...?

2. 能力目标
Enable the students to talk about Chinese festivals and customs in English and get to know some information about foreign festivals.

3. 学能目标
Enable the students to learn how to talk about Chinese festivals and customs.

Teaching important points 教学重点及难点
How to talk about the Chinese festivals and social customs at festivals and how to offer and request the items you need in shops. 

Teaching methods 教学方法  

Elicitation, discussion, listening, pair work.

Teaching aid 教具准备
A computer, a projector and a tape recorder

Teaching procedures && ways 教学过程与方法 

Step I   Leading in 

T: Hello, everybody! Welcome back to school! Did you have a good time in your winter holidays?

Ss: Yes. Of course!

T: When did you feel most happy and excited?  

Ss: At the Spring Festival.

T: Who can tell us why? Volunteers!

S1: Because it’s the most important festival in our country.

S2: Because I got much lucky money from my parents,

grandparents and my relatives.

S3: Because I needn’t study at festivals and there was lots of delicious food to eat. How great!

S4: Because I met my cousins and old friends who I hadn’t seen for a long time and we had a very good time together.

T: Excellent work! I am glad to hear that. Now let’s talk about FESTIVALS, which are meant to celebrate important events. Please think about other Chinese festivals.

S1: New Year (January 1st), Yuan Xiao Festival (15 days after the Spring Festival).

T: Quite right. That’s the Lantern Festival. It’s the 15th day of the first lunar month. What do you usually do on the Lantern Festival?

S2: We eat special sweet dumplings called Yuan Xiao and enjoy displayed lanterns.

S3: And we enjoy beautiful fireworks, too.

T: You have done a good job. What are the other festivals?

S4: International Women’s Day. It was on March 8.

S5: Arbor Day on March 12th.

S6: International Labor Day and Chinese Youth Day.

S7: International Children’s Day.

T: Yes. Very good. Next one?

S8: Army Day is on August 1st and Teachers’ Day is on September 10th.

S9: National Day on October 1st.

T: Excellent work! Those are all the legal holidays in our country. Do you know our traditional festivals? List some of them, please.

Sa: The most important one is the Spring Festival.

T: Yes. It’s also called Lunar New Year. Anything else?

Sb: Qingming Festival in memory of the dead or the heroes on April the fifth. 

T: It’s called Tomb Sweeping Festival. Another one?

Sc: Dragon Boat Festival on the fifth day of the fifth lunar month in memory of the great poet — Qu Yuan.

Sd: Mid-Autumn Festival on the fifth day of the eighth lunar month.

T: You’ve done a good job, boys and girls! You have named many festivals. I’m proud of you for you are so well-informed.

Step II Warming up 

T: Look at the screen and I’ll show you a table and some pictures:

	Festivals
	   Date
	Festivals
	   Date

	New Year
	January 1st
	Teachers’ Day
	September 10th

	International 

Women’s Day
	March 8
	National Day
	October 1st

	Arbor Day
	March 12th
	the Spring

Festival
	Lunar New Year

	International Labor Day
	May 1st
	Pure Brightness Day
	April the fifth

	Chinese Youth Day
	May 4th.
	Dragon Boat Festival
	the fifth day of the fifth lunar month

	International Children’s

Day
	June 1st
	Mid-Autumn 

Festival
	the 5th day of the 8th lunar month

	Army Day
	August 1st
	Lantern 

Festival
	the 15 day of the 1st lunar month


Talking (P41)

Use the following sentences:
· When does the Spring Festival usually take place?

· What do you do to celebrate it?

· What special food do you eat?

· What is the origin of the Spring Festival?

· Why is the Spring Festival such a big holiday in China?

Li Mei and Carla are talking on the phone. Carla is asking some more 

questions about Spring Festival. 

 A: Li Mei, when does the Spring Festival  usually take place?
 B: Well, the date is a little different every year, but it usually happens at the end of January or the beginning of February.

 A: What do you usually do to celebrate it?
 B: My whole family gets together- my grandparents, all my aunts and uncles, and all my cousins. We usually talk about what we’ve done in the past year. Then we cook a lot of food.

   A: What special food do you eat?
   B: We almost always make and eat dumplings. That’s the most traditional Spring Festival food.

A: What is the origin of Spring Festival?

B: Well, there are several old stories about Spring Festival. In old Chinese stories, there was a monster named Nian who would come into towns at the end of the year and frighten people. Sometimes he would eat them. 
   At some point, people discovered that the monster Nian was frightened of loud noises and the colour red. They began to put red paper on their doors and set off firecrackers. It became the tradition to do this every year to frighten the monster away from the town.

A: Wow! That’s an amazing story! Why is
Spring Festival such an important holiday in China?

B: I guess it’s like Christmas in Western countries. It’s the most important family holiday all year.

Homework 

Collect as much information about festivals as possible. Think about the questions in Part 2 “pre-reading” and then preview the next part about reading to get the main idea. 

Step III Listening (WB P41)

T: Now, we will come to the listening part. First, turn to Page 41. And then listen to the tape. Look at the first picture in this page. What can you see?

S5: A rabbit and a chicken.

T: Yes. But the rabbit is called the Easter Bunny. Read after me "the Easter Bunny". It is an imaginary rabbit that children believe comes to the home to hide the Easter eggs(复活节彩蛋). And the second picture is about the Easter eggs. What’s in the third picture?

S6: Some bread.

T: Yes. The bread with an X is called hot cross buns. On Easter Day people eat it. Now listen to the tape and try to get the main idea.  

Play the tape for the students. While listening, the students should grasp the key words and get the main idea. Then play the tape once more. After listening, let the students answer the questions. And check the answers with the whole class. Then sum up the useful expressions in the material (about Easter Day).  Then play the tape a third time for them to write down the main idea of the passage. Then check the answers with the whole class.

The suggested answers are in the Teachers’ Book Page 18.

The Second Period  Reading

Teaching goals 教学目标

1. Target language 目标语言

a. 重点词汇和短语

Beauty harvest celebration starve origin religious ancestor Mexico feast bone belief trick poet arrival gain independence gather agriculture award rooster admire energetic Easter clothing Christian custom worldwide

b. 重点句子

They lit fires and made music because they thought these festivals would bring a year of plenty. P1

They might include parades, dancing in the streets day and night, loud music and colorful clothing of all kinds. P2

Some festivals are held to honor the dead, or satisfy and please the ancestor, who could return either to help or to do harm. P2

On this important feast day, people might eat food in the shape of skulls, and cakes with "bones" on them. P2

Another is Columbus Day in the USA, in memory of the arrival of Christopher Columbus in America. P2

2. Ability goals能力目标

To enable the students to know the earliest festivals with reasons for them and four different kinds of festivals that occur in most parts of the world. 

Enable the students to master some English expressions and phrases about festivals.

3. Learning ability goals学能目标

Teach the basic reading skills: skimming and scanning.

Try to compare and make conclusions of different festivals.

Teaching important points 教学重点

Talk about all kinds of festivals.

Teaching methods 教学方法  

Fast reading, task-based method & discussion

Teaching aids 教具准备

A computer, a projector, and a tape recorder

Teaching procedures 教学过程

Step I Revision 

1. Greetings.

2. Review the new words of this part.

3. Check the students’ homework---festivals.

Do you know these festivals?

When do they take place? lunar calendar

Show the pictures on the screen.

Pre-reading
1. What festivals or celebrations do you have in your city or town? What part of a festival do you like best- the activities, the music, the sights, the food or the people who visit?

2. Prediction 

Look at the pictures and title of the passage below. What kind of information you think will be introduced in the passage.

Learn the new words in the text:

    starve: 饥饿
    origin: 起源

    ancestor: 祖先

    Obon: 盂兰盆节(日本)
    grave: 坟墓；墓地
    incense: 熏香

    in memory of:  纪念

    feast: 节日；盛宴

skull: 头骨
dress up: 打扮；盛装

play a trick on: 搞恶作剧

award: 奖品

rooster: 公鸡 
energetic: 充满活力的
carnival: 狂欢节

parade: 游行

Scanning
How many types of festivals are mentioned in the passage?
1. Ancient festivals

2. Festivals of the Dead

3. Festivals to Honor the People

4. Harvest Festivals

5. Spring Festivals
Skimming
What festivals are mentioned in each paragraph?

P1. 

celebrate the end of the cold weather, planting in spring and harvest in autumn; celebrate when hunters catch animals.

P 2. Festivals of the Dead

Japan -----Obon

Mexico------Day of the Dead

America------Halloween

P 3. Festivals to Honour People

Dragon Boat Festival

Columbus Day

(India)October 2
P 4. Harvest Festivals

Harvest and Thanksgiving Festival

Mid-Autumn festival

P 5.

Spring festival

Carnival

Easter 

Cheery Blossom Festival
长句难句：
（supplementary reference materials）

  一·补充注释

   1 . At that time people would starve if food was difficult  to find，especially during the clod winter months .在那个时代，如果食物难以找到，特别是在寒冷的冬月，人们就会挨饿。
Starve (v.)

1)  to cause a person or an animal to  suffer severely or die from hunger 
挨饿；饿死
     Millions of people starved to death during the war.
战争中数百万人挨饿至死。
2) starve for sth ; starve sb of sth: ( cause sb to) suffer or long for sth greatly needed  or  wanted (使某人）得不到某事物而受苦或渴望获得某事物；缺乏
     The homeless  children were starved  for love .
这些无家可归的孩子渴望得到爱。

3）to feel very hungry 感觉很饿。仅用于进行时态
     When will dinner be ready ? I’m  starving.
晚饭什么时候做好？我快饿死了。

starvation (n.) :
(U) suffering  or death caused by lack of food  挨饿；饿死     
die of starvation 饿死  
starvation wages 不够维持基本生活的工资
2. …or satisfy the ancestors , who could return either to help or to do harm.

    ……或使祖先得到满足，因为祖先们有可能回到世上（给人们）提供帮助，也可能带来危害。
   harm (n.): 
damage, injury 损害； 伤害    
do harm to sb (习俗) = harm sb 伤害某人
come to harm: 
be injured physically , mentally or morally 
身体上﹑精神上或道义上受到损害，通常用于否定式

I’ll go with her to make sure she comes to no harm. 
我要和她一同去以免她受到伤害。

do more harm than good: 
have an effect which is more damaging than helpful 弊大于利
If we solve the problem in this way, it may do more harm than good. 
如果我们以这种方式处理问题，那可能是弊大于利。    
     harm (v.):  cause harm to (sb / sth) 损害或伤害某人/某事物
     This event didn’t  harm his reputation. 
这个事件没有损害他的名誉。

3. Halloween also had its origin in old beliefs about the return of the spirits of dead people. 
万圣节也源自人们古老的信念，认为亡者的灵魂会返回人间。    
origin (n.) : the place or situation in which something begins to exist 起源；由来，可用做可数名词或不可数名词，通常用作复数形式
The tradition has its origins in the Middle Ages . 
这个传统发源于中世纪。

He told me it was  a word of unknown origin. 
他告诉我这是个词源不详的词。
belief (n.): an idea that you believe to be true, especially one that forms part of a system of ideas 信任；信心；信仰。
注意： 
belief 通常用作不可数名词，当作可数名词时，词义略不同于用作不可数名词时

    religious beliefs 宗教信仰 

    Several members hold very strong political beliefs. 
有些成员有着强烈的政治理念。
4. It is now a children’s festival, when they can dress up and go to their  neighbours’ homes to ask for sweets. 
万圣节如今成了孩子们的节目，这天他们可以乔装打扮上邻居家要糖吃。 
dress (v.): to put clothes on yourself or someone else 穿衣服。
可作及物或不及物动词。
dress up  是动词词组, 意思使是 to wear special clothes for fun, or to put  special clothes on someone 
dress (n.) 

1) [C] garment for a woman or girl , consisting of a bodice and skirt in one piece ; frock 连衣裙,(上下连身的)女装
    She  makes all the dresses for her daughter. 她女儿的连衣裙都是她做的。

2) [U] clothes, esp. outer garments, for either men or women 衣服（男女均可）

casual dress 便服

Comprehending
Use the information from the reading passage to answer the following question.
1. What are festivals of the dead usually for?

   Festivals of the dead are for honouring or satisfying dead ancestors or others, who some people believe might return to help or harm living people.

2. What makes autumn festivals happy events?

  Autumn festivals are happy events because people are thankful that food is ready for winter and the hard farm work is finished.

3. What do people usually do at spring festivals?

  At spring festivals, people usually have dances, carnivals and other activities to celebrate the end of winter and the coming of spring.

4. What is one important reason to have festivals and celebrations?

  It is important to have festivals and celebrations so we can enjoy life/ be proud of our customs/ forget our work for a little while.

5. Compare the festivals of the dead in Mexico, Japan and China. What things are similar? What things are different?

  The Chinese, Japanese and Mexican festivals of the dead all have customs to honour the dead. The Chinese and Japanese go to  clean their ancestors’ graves, and the Mexicans offer food, flowers and gifts to the dead. 

  However, there are some difference. The Mexicans eat special food that looks like bones, something the Chinese and Japanese do not do.

6. What is one important reason to have festivals and celebrations?

  Festivals let us enjoy life, be proud of our customs and forget our daily life for a little while.

True or False

1. The ancient people needn’t worry about their food.    

2. Halloween used to be a festival intended to honor the dead.    

3. Qu Yuan was a great poet who people honor a lot in China.        

4. Mid-autumn Festival is held to celebrate the end of autumn.    

5. Easter celebrates the birth of Jesus.               

FTTFF

                      The Third Period Extensive reading 

Teaching goals 教学目标

1. Target language 目标语言

a. 重点词汇和短语

heart-broken, turn up, keep her word, fool, hold one’s breath, apologize, drown one’s sadness, in coffee, obvious, wipe, lovely, fell in love, couple, make a bridge of their wrings, weeping, set off for, remind somebody of something, forgive, warm up, the ice sculptures 

b. 重点句子

She could be with her friends right now laughing at him.

It was obvious that the manager of the coffee shop was waiting for him to leave—he wiped the tables, then sat down and turned on the TV—just what Li Fang needed!

So he did.

If you come you must be prepared to keep moving, as it is too cold to stand and watch for long.

2. Ability goals 能力目标

Enable the students to read the passage fast to get the main idea.

Enlarge their expressions and knowledge about the topic of this unit—festivals.

3. Learning ability goals学能目标

Learn to compare the festivals in China and in western countries and to know that people in different countries and in different times may celebrate similar festivals in different ways.

Teaching important points教学重点

Different festivals about a love story and then write a different ending for the story.

Teaching methods 教学方法

Fast-reading & Discussion.

Teaching aid 教具准备

A multiple-media computer, a tape-recorder and a blackboard.

Teaching procedures & ways教学步骤  

A sad story 
True or false
   1. The girl Li Fang loved and waited for didn’t turn up. But he didn’t lose heart.    F

    The girl Li Fang loved and waited  for didn’t turn up. So he lost heart, because he would drown his sadness in coffee.

   2. Because her most lovely daughter got married to a human secretly, the Goddess got very angry.    T

   3. Zhinü was made to return to Heaven without her husband. They were allowed to meet once a year on the seventh day of the tenth lunar month.   F

   Zhinü was made to return to Heaven without her husband. They were allowed to meet once a year on the seventh day of the seventh lunar month.

4. Hu Jin had been waiting for Li Fang for a long time with a gift for him.   T

Answer the questions 
     1. Why was the TV story what Li Fang needed?

       The TV story was a sad story about lost love-- the same situation as Li Fang.

     2. What was Li Fang afraid that Hu Jin was doing?

        He was afraid that she was with her friends laughing at him.

     3. How did Li Fang know the manager wanted to shut the coffee shop?

       The manager wiped the tables and then sat down and turned on the TV.

     4. Why do people want the weather to be fine on Qiqiaojie?

       People want the weather to be fine so they can meet the one they love.

     5. What is the reason why Li Fang and Hu Jin did not meet on time?

       They did not meet on time because Li Fang waited in the coffee shop and Hu Jin waited in the tea shop.

     6. Why was Li Fang so worried at the end of the story?

       He was worried because he had thrown away the gifts for Hu Jin--the chocolates and roses so he had nothing to give her and he thought she would not forgive him.

                     The fourth period Grammar

情态动词的语法特征
1） 情态动词 不能单独做谓语，除ought  和have 外，后面只能接不带to 的不定式。 

2） 情态动词没有人称，数的变化，但有些情态动词，如can、will也有一般式和过去式的变化。
3） 情态动词的“时态”形式并不是时间区别的主要标志，不少情况下，情态动词的现在式形式和过去式形式都可用来表示现在时间、过去时间和将来时间。
1) can 和could：

 1) can的主要用法是：
      A.  表示体力或脑力的能力：   
            eg. The girl can dance very well.      

      B.  表示说话的推测﹑事物的可能性等: 

            eg. Can the news be true?

      C. 在口语中, can可以表示请求或允许:

            eg. Can I sit here? 
2) could的主要用法是：
    A. could 是can的过去式, 表示与过去 有关的能力和推测: 
    eg. We all knew that the young man 

           couldn’t be a doctor.

    B. could可以代替can表示请求, 但语气较can客气、委婉:

        eg. Could you lend me your 

              dictionary?  

              Could I use your bike?

    3) can和could接动词的完成形式，表示可能已经做某事。can用在否定和疑问句中, 表示不相信、怀疑等态度。
　    eg. They can't have gone out because 
              the light is still on.

may 和might ：
   may 常用来表示：  
   A. 表示请求、允许;比can较为正式: 

         eg. May I come in ?       

               You may go now.

    B. 表示说话人的猜测: “也许” “可能”: 通常只用于肯定句和否定句中。
  eg. --I believe the man is from England.           

        --But I may be wrong.  

          The guest may arrive this afternoon.   

         在肯定句中，may 的可能性比can 高，may 表示现实的可能性，can 表示理论上的可能性。如：
   The road may be blocked. 

   这条路可能不通了。   

   The road can be blocked. 

   这条路可能会是不通的。   

   在疑问句中，表示可能性用can。
   如：Where can he be? 他会在哪呢？

    C. 表示祝愿;但语气较正式:   

         eg. May you succeed!                                                                    

               May you have a good journey! 

   might 的用法有:

       多在间接引语中表示过去的可能和允许。如:   

       She said that he might take her bike.          

       她说他可以拿她的自行车去用。
        除了在间接引语中以外，might 一般不表示过去的可能或者许可。如要表示过去的可能可以用could, 表示过去的许可可以用was( were) allowed to 或者 had permission to 。
        表示现在的可能，其可能性要比 may 小。如：

        She might go home tomorrow.

        说不定他明天会回家。
        表示现在的许可, 语气比may 较委婉, 一般用于疑问句(包括间接疑问句), 不可用于肯定句或者否定句。

   如: Might I have a word with you? 
          我可以和你说句话吗？

will和would：
   1. will是助动词或是情态动词？ 

       will用于构成将来时是助动词。用于表示“意志”“决心”“请求”是情态动词。would亦同理。 

       eg. I will tell you something 

             important.

            我要告诉你一些重要的事。
          （助动词）  
       Will you tell her that I'm here? 

        请您告诉她说我在这儿，好吗？
      （情态动词）   
    2. 在疑问句中用于第二人称，提出请求或询问。 

    eg:  If you want help - let me know,  will you? 

           如果你需要帮助, 让我知道, 好吗? 

Will you type this, please? 

请打印这个，好吗？   

Won't you sit down? 

请坐下，好吗？ 

3. would比will客气委婉。 

    eg: Would you help us, please?       请您帮助我们，好吗？
I’d go there with you. 

我要和你一块到那儿去。  

Teacher wouldn’t allow it. 

老师不会允许这件事。
shall和should：
   1. shall用于构成将来时是助动词。
       shall用于征求对方的意见，表示 “决心” 是情态动词。 
       eg: Perhaps I shall pay a visit to 

             England this winter.

             可能今年冬天我会去英国观光。 

           （构成一般将来时, 助动词）
    Shall we go by train, Mom?

    妈妈，我们乘火车去好吗？
  （用于征求对方的意见，情态动词） 
    I shall go at once.

    我必须立即去。
  （表 “决心”，情态动词） 
    2. should表示义务、建议、劝告，意为 “应该”。 “should+ have+过去分词”

   表示本应该在过去做但没有做。

        eg: You should keep your promise.       
              你应该遵守诺言。
              She should have passed the exam.   
              她应该通过考试的。
must和 have to
1.must用于一般问句中,肯定回答用must否定式用 needn’t或don’t have to，做 “不必”,mustn’t表示“禁止，不允许” 
 — Must I finish all assignments at a time?      

  —Yes, you must.

  No, you needn't. 

2.表示“必须”这个意思时，must 和have to 稍有区别。must着重说明主观看法，have to 强调客观需要。另外，have to 能用于更多时态。 
I don’t like this TV set. We must buy a new one.                                           There was no more bus. They had to walk home.

3.must表示对某人某事的猜测， 作“准是”，“一定” ，一般用于肯定句中。对过去发生的事情作肯定判断用must have done 

 You must be the new teacher.                            

 He must be joking. There is nobody here. They must have all  gone home. 

4. must表示“偏要，硬要”，指做令人不快的事情
He must come and worry her with question, just when she was busy cooking the dinner. Of course，after I gave her my advice，she must go and do the opposite.

附  件

Festivals


Legal holidays in China are New Year (January 1st), a national one-day holiday; Spring Festival (the lunar New Year), a national three-day holiday; International Working Women’s Day (March 8th); Arbor Day (March 12th); International Labor Day (May 1st), a national one-day holiday; Chinese Youth Day (May 4th); International Children’s Day (June 1st); Army Day (August 1st); Teachers? Day (September 10th); and National Day (October 1st), a national two-day holiday.


China’s biggest and most popular traditional festivals include:

Chinese New Year/Spring Festival

Each year, between the end of winter and the beginning of spring, people throughout China enthusiastically celebrate the first traditional festival of the year, the Spring Festival or Lunar New Year. During the Spring Festival, every household will display Spring Festival couplets and pictures, and decorate the home. Spring Festival Eve is an important time for family reunions. Usually, in the evening of the last day of the twelfth month by the lunar calendar each year, the entire family gets together for a New Year’s Eve dinner. After dinner, all family members sit together to chat or play games, staying up till early the next morning. In the morning people pay New Year calls on relatives to extend congratulations. During the festival, many people also attend traditional recreational activities, such as the lion dance, dragon-lantern dance and stilt-walking.


Chinese New Years is by far the most well-known Chinese holiday, and also the most significant to Chinese culture. Also known as The Spring Festival, observation of the holiday actually begins the day before the beginning of the Lunar Year. The mode of celebration varies from province to province, different areas having their own specific traditions. Listed below are some of the customs associated with New Years.


The day before the Spring Festival, there is a lot of cleaning and preparation done. Offerings to the Kitchen God are commonly made in hopes that he will give a good report to the Emperor of Heaven. That night is a special gathering when the whole family get together and eat a particularly large dinner.


The following three or four days are public holidays. Most businesses close and time is spent paying formal visits to friends. Visitors bring a gift (generally a box of chocolate, nuts, or a tin of cookies) and are given a gift of greater value by the hosts. Married couples give little red packet envelopes to children and unmarried friends when greeted with a phrase wishing them prosperity in the New Year. While the majority of the holiday is observed in the first 3 or 4 days of the New Year, the first 10 days of the year are all part of the festival, however in practice this is just additional time to get in visits to friends. During this time, many Chinese people take trips to the city or province where they were born.


Certain foods take on special names to celebrate the New Year (for example, chicken is called phoenix), visitors are often treated to fruits and seeds, and people buy new clothes.


During prosperous times, entirely new furnishings may be bought. In the holiday, negative words, such as death, should be avoided. In fact, gifts of four and the word four arelso often not used because it sounds like the word for death.

Lantern Festival 


The 15th day of the first lunar month, the first full moon after the Spring Festival, is the occasion for the Lantern Festival. It is customary to eat special sweet dumplings called yuanxiao and enjoy displayed lanterns during this festival. Yuanxiao, round balls made of glutinous rice flour stuffed with sugar fillings, symbolize reunion. The custom of enjoying lanterns at this time of the year dates back to the first century, and has continued to be popular throughout China up to the present day. On this festive night many cities hold lantern fairs to display many exotic and sometimes weirdly shaped multi-colored lanterns. In rural areas the local people gather together and enjoy themselves as spectators and participants setting off fireworks, walking on stilts, performing with dragon lanterns, dancing the yangge and other folk dances and playing on swings.

Pure Brightness Day


Pure Brightness Day comes around April 5 every year. This was originally a day set aside for people to offer sacrifices to their ancestors, but nowadays it is more customary to visit the tombs of the martyrs of the revolution to pay respects. By the time of the festival, the weather has turned warmer and the earth is covered in green. Friends like to go together to the outskirts of the city to walk in the green grass, fly kites and appreciate the beauty of spring. That is why Pure Brightness Day is also called the "Stepping on Greenery Festival"?

Dragon Boat Festival


The Dragon Boat Festival falls on the fifth day of the fifth lunar month. It is generally believed that the festival originated to celebrate the memory of the ancient patriotic poet Qu Yuan. Qu Yuan, a native of the State of Chu during the Warring States Period, repeatedly offered his king proposals aimed at forestalling political corruption. Subsequently, slandered by treacherous court officials, he was sent into exile by the same king he had tried to help. In 278 B.C., the capital of the State of Chu was lost to its enemy the State of Qin and Qu Yuan drowned himself in despair on the fifth day of the fifth lunar month. Aware of the tragedy, the local people living beside the river went out in their boats to try to find his corpse. Every year thereafter on this day people continued to row dragon boats on their local rivers in memory of Qu Yuan’s life and death, throwing sections of bamboo filled with rice into the river as an offering. Legend has it that someone once met Qu Yuan’s spirit on the bank of the river and was told: "The food you have given me has all been taken away by the dragon. Hereafter, you should wrap the rice in bamboo leaves tied with five-colored thread. These are the two things that the dragon is most afraid of"? Thus, people began to make zongzi (glutinous rice wrapped in a pyramid shape using bamboo or reed leaves) in memory of Qu Yuan. Naturally, zongzi is the traditional food for the Dragon Boat Festival.

Mid-Autumn Festival

The Mid-Autumn Festival falls on the 15th day of the eighth lunar month, the exact middle of autumn, hence the festival’s name. In ancient times, people used to offer elaborately made cakes to the moon spirit on this day. After making this symbolic offering, a family would enjoy eating the cakes together. The festival eventually came to carry the idea of a happy family reunion and the custom has been passed down to this day. On this mid-autumn night, the full moon is especially bright. The whole family may sit together beneath the clear moonlight eating tasty moon cakes and appreciating the beauty of the fully rounded moon. Those who are far away from their homes that night are only too easily reminded of their families when they look up at the luminous moon. The words of the great Tang Dynasty poet Li Bai are often recited on such evenings, even today: "I raise my head to gaze at the bright moon, and I drop my head to think of my old home"? Ethnic minorities have also retained their own traditional festivals, including the Water Splashing Festival of the Dai people, the Nadam Fair of the Mongolian people, the Torch Festival of the Yi people, the Danu (Never Forget the Past) Festival of the Yao people, the Third Month Fair of the Bai people, the Antiphonal Singing Day of the Zhuang people, and the Tibetan New Year and Onghor (Expecting Good Harvest) Festival of the Tibetan people.

Double 9 - Chung Yang Festivals


Called Double 9 because it occurs on the 9th day of the 9th month, this is an important religious day. During this time many people go to the mountain shrines to worship their ancestors. This traditionally is in remembrance of a man who saved his family from disaster by taking them into 

The festivals of Chinese minorities


There are 56 nationalities living in this vast land of China, including 55 minorities. They have different customs, cultures and festivals from Han nationality. Speaking of the festivals, there are a lot of things to say, because nearly each minority has one or several festivals. In the following paragraph, I will choose some representative minorities’ festival to introduce.


The Bai minority mainly inhabit in Dali Autonomous Prefecture, which is located in northwest Yunnan. The Third Faie held in Dali each year is the grandest traditional event of the ethnic Bai people at which material and cultural exchanges are carried out. The festival starts on the 15th day and ends on the 21st day of the 3rd Month each year on the lunar calendar. Activities held during the grand event include song and dance performance mountain songs meet. At the same time, big fairs for exchanging local and special products are held.


Water Spring Festival is Dai’s new year according to Dai’s and is Dai’s most impressive and solemn festival, which is held on April 13-15. On the festival, people dust the Buddha Statues and bless each other by sprinkling water. Other activities include dragon-boat race, throwing pouches, fire lanterns and water lanterns, etc.


Yi’s Torch Festival is usually celebrated on the 24th of 6th lunar month each year, which is Yi’s most impressive celebration. At the night of the Torch festival, people sing and dance around the torches, all the day and night long. The Torch Festival is also a day for Yi’s youth to go for rendezvous.


On each year’s Spring Festival, all the lisu people, male or female, gather at the shiliutang Hot Spring of Lushui. By taking baths and washing off dirt with the sacred spring water, people hope for the forthcoming of auspiciousness. Singing contests are held here for the whole evening and youth people take the chance to make friends or get engaged.


Lisu’s traditional festival is held on the 8th day of the 2nd lunar month each year. On the festival, people come from all directions and gather at the sword ground to watch the performance of "dimming Sword Mountain and diving into Fire Sea."


The Miao nationality when the corn is ripe, every stockaded village quarry new valley, boil new rice offer sacrifices to heroof legend, then divide food, carry on corrida, horse-racing match among stockaded village, love song of the antiphonal responses at night, dance reed-pope wind instrument dance. Jino clan corn golden yellow in the ninth lunar month, when ripe maize having, select to take the new rice in one lucky day by the clan elder. Sweeping the stokade village and every house at dawn, get the new rice and cooked food ready, parents lead family to walk and hold a memorial ceremony for the valley ceremony arriving at noon, later having a meal. Before sunset, pluck the melon dish and go home, invite the relative to celebrate the new valley joyously and come on stage, have supper altogether.


In a word, varied festivals show great national culture. And with the development of festivals, the world will become more and more splendid. We all Chinese will appreciate the great joy from our national festivals. I believe the festivals of our country will be well on the way to the fantastic future.

Some Western Festivals 

Valentine’s Day , February 14 (情人节)


Candy, flowers and other tokens of affection of affection are exchanged on this day, in  honor of two martyrs, both named St. Valentine. 

April Fool’s Day, April 1 (愚人节)


Franksters feel that it is permissible to play all sorts of tricks on this day.

Mother’s Day (母亲节)


The second Sunday in May, set aside to honor mothers.

Father’s Day （父亲节）


The third Sunday in June, set aside to honor fathers. 

Halloween , October 31 (万圣节)


A special day for making merry, wearing costumes and playing old-fashioned games. A favorite with children.

Easter Sunday (复活节)


The first Sunday after the first Monday in November for the election of public officials. This  holiday is observed in most states.  

Thanksgiving Day( 感恩节)


Generally the fourth Thursday in November, set aside for national thanksgiving, especially for our democratic form of government. It is a legal holiday in all states. 

Labor’s Day (劳动节)


The first Monday in September . Set aside to honor labor, it is a legal holiday in all states.

Christmas Day, December 25 (圣诞节)


This is both a legal and religious holiday, it observes the anniversary of the birth of Jesus. All states and all those of the Christian faith celebrate this holiday.

Easter


Easter is a time of spring-time festivals. In Christian countries Easter is celebrated as the religious holiday commemorating the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the son of God. But the celebrations of Easter have many customs and legends that are pagan in origin and have nothing to do with Christianity.


Scholars, accepting the derivation proposed by the 8th-century English scholar St. Bede, believe the name Easter is thought to come from the Scandinavian "Ostra" and the Teutonic "Ostern" or "Eastre," both Goddesses of mythology signifying spring and fertility whose festival was celebrated on the day of the vernal equinox.


Traditions associated with the festival survive in the Easter rabbit, a symbol of fertility, and in colored easter eggs, originally painted with bright colors to represent the sunlight of spring, and used in Easter-egg rolling contests or given as gifts.


The Christian celebration of Easter embodies a number of converging traditions with emphasis on the relation of Easter to the Jewish festival of Passover, or Pesach, from which is derived Pasch, another name used by Europeans for Easter. Passover is an important feast in the Jewish calendar which is celebrated for 8 days and commemorates the flight and freedom of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.


The early Christians, many of whom were of Jewish origin, were brought up in the Hebrew tradition and regarded Easter as a new feature of the Passover festival, a commemoration of the advent of the Messiah as foretold by the prophets.


Easter is observed by the churches of the West on the first Sunday following the full moon that occurs on or following the spring equinox (March 2I). So Easter became a "movable" feast which can occur as early as March 22 or as late as April 25.


Christian churches in the East which were closer to the birthplace of the new religion and in which old traditions were strong, observe Easter according to the date of the Passover festival.


Easter is at the end of the Lenten season, which covers a forty-six-day period that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends with Easter. The Lenten season itself comprises forty days, as the six Sundays in Lent are not actually a part of Lent. Sundays are considered a commemoration of Easter Sunday and have always been excluded from the Lenten fast. The Lenten season is a period of penitence in preparation for the highest festival of the church year, Easter.


Holy Week, the last week of Lent, begins its with the observance of Palm Sunday. Palm Sunday takes its name from Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem where the crowds laid palms at his feet. Holy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper, which was held the evening before the Crucifixion. Friday in Holy Week is the anniversary of the Crufixion, the day that Christ was crucified and died on the cross.


Holy week and the Lenten season end with Easter Sunday, the day of resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Kwanzaa


Kwanzaa is a unique African American celebration with focus on the traditional African values of family, community responsibility, commerce, and self-improvement. Kwanzaa is neither political nor religious and despite some misconceptions, is not a substitute for Christmas. It is simply a time of reaffirming African-American people, their ancestors and culture. Kwanzaa, which means "first fruits of the harvest" in the African language Kiswahili, has gained tremendous acceptance. Since its founding in 1966 by Dr. Maulana Karenga, Kwanzaa has come to be observed by more than18 million people worldwide, as reported by the New York Times. When establishing Kwanzaa in 1966, Dr. Karenga included an additional "a" to the end of the spelling to reflect the difference between the African American celebration (kwanzaa) and the Motherland spelling (kwanza). 


Kwanzaa is based on the Nguzo Saba (seven guiding principles), one for each day of the observance, and is celebrated from December 26th to January 1st.

